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Since February 14, 2008, AnimEscape has been providing support for mothers and children who are victims of spousal/family abuse by ensuring the safety of their family pet, thereby making it easier for them to get away from the abuser. In order to meet the number of requests for assistance—which, sadly, has risen each year since 2008—we need to triple our capacity. We accept approximately 60 requests to shelter a family pet annually, but we have to turn down approximately three times that number due to space restrictions. Pets are like members of the family, and out of concern for their welfare, many victims of spousal/family abuse risk their lives to return and feed pets left at home. Constructing a new building next to our main building would enable us to accommodate all requests for shelter. We have already secured the land and volunteers for constructing and preparing the building, but we still need $30,000 to implement the project. I, Nicole Messier, founder of AnimEscape, would make up any funding shortfall. Children sometimes refuse to leave an abusive father because they do not want to abandon the family pet and do not have the means to pay for a safe shelter; they pressure their mother into staying at home and suffering further violence rather than abandoning their loyal and trusting confidant, companion and friend, who is often the sole source of comfort in their life. That’s why AnimEscape provides free shelter for these feathered or furry friends—but we don’t have enough space to accommodate all of them until the children are able to reclaim them and give them a safe place in the new home their mother has found. Some children have discovered their pet bird in the microwave, their cat decapitated or their dog hung because they went with their mother when she sought refuge in a shelter for victims which did not accept animals. Many mothers put themselves at risk on a daily basis in order to return home to feed and care for their family pet because their children do not want the animal to be left without care. AnimEscape therefore is a true lifesaver—not just for animals but for humans too... We do not receive any subsidies and are only able to pursue our charitable mission through donations. When one has no more self-esteem or confidence and lives in fear, silence and shame because violence is part of everyday life, an animal companion may be the only source of calm, courage, friendship, trust and affection... and since the violence hurts them too, we need to protect them. That is AnimEscape’s role. We—each and every one of us—have the power to save lives and to make the world a better place, one family at a time. 
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